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FIRST OFFICIAL VISIT OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE EUROPEAN 

COURT OF HUMAN RIGHTS TO THE CONSTITUTIONAL COURT 
 

                   The President and Vice-President of the Constitutional Court, Juan José González 
Rivas and Encarnación Roca Trías, today held a business meeting with the President of the 
European Court of Human Rights (ECHR), Guido Raimondi, who in turn had the opportunity of 
meeting with the Plenary of the Constitutional Court.  
 

       This is the first time that the President of this most senior Court has visited Madrid 
since taking up his post in November 2015, and he comes at the invitation of President González 
Rivas, in order to participate tomorrow, the 23rd, in the III Joint Seminar of the Constitutional Court 
and Supreme Court set to take place in the offices of the Constitutional Court. 

 
       These meetings, in which the Permanent Representative of Spain to the Council of 

Europe, Javier Gil Catalina, and the General Registrar of the Constitutional Court, Andrés 
Gutiérrez Gil, were also in attendance, have served to reaffirm the commitment of the 
Constitutional Court to the European Court of Human Rights, which has produced case-law that, 
in a reiterated manner, has influenced the constitutional jurisdiction since its inception.  

 
       Indeed, Spain is one of the Member States of the European Union that most closely 

adheres to the Rome Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms 
and is least admonished by the Court in Strasbourg. 

 
       According to the information contained in the most recent report issued by the 

European Court of Human Rights (ECHR), in 2017, 0.14 complaints were lodged against Spain 
for every 10,000 inhabitants, a very low ratio, less than States such as Norway and Italy 
(0.23/10,000 inhabitants), the Netherlands (31/10,000 inhabitants) or Finland (0.33/10,000 
inhabitants); similar to levels in France and Belgium (0.13/10,000 inhabitants) or Sweden 
(0.15/10,000 inhabitants); and approaching levels in the United Kingdom (0.06/10,000 
inhabitants), Germany (0.07/10,000 inhabitants), Denmark (0.10/10,000 inhabitants) and Ireland 
(0.11/10,000 inhabitants). 

 
       Over the course of 2017, a total of 669 complaints were lodged against Spain before 

the Court in Strasbourg. Of this total, 635 were admitted and only 7 concluded in a judgment.  
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